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Executive Summary 

 
 
1. The report provides an update on the recent activities of the Communities, 

Regeneration and Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee. 
 

Key Points for Consideration 
 

 
Since the last meeting of the Council in December 2021 there has been one meeting 
of the Communities, Regeneration and Environment Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee held on 21st March 2022. 
 
21st March 2022 
 
The meeting the Committee considered the Castleton Station area Supplementary 
Planning Document (SPD) which had been produced for the Castleton Station are to 
guide and support the continued regeneration and renewal of the area.  The draft 
document had been had published for consultation between July and August 2021 
and had been subject to further revision following comments made during the public 
consultation. During consideration of the report Members’ expressed concern 
regarding the lack of capacity within existing schools and the absence of additional 
school provision within the document.  The Committee recommended that Cabinet be 
requested to include details regarding future school provision within the document. 
 
Members received a report regarding Strategic Housing Services which detailed the 
challenges the department faced to deliver its services.  Members were informed 
that the availability of suitable, affordable housing presented a significant challenge, 
as a result of a series of factors, including economic capacity of a significant 
proportion of residents, the current trends in the housing market and supply issues. 
 



I have written to both our Borough’s MPs alongside Councillor Meredith to ask them 
to review the challenge of supported housing claims through primary legislation 
which is currently costing the Council £1.2 million each year. 
 
The Committee considered quarter three performance updates for 2021-22. It was 
noted that all of the actions included in the Economy Directorate Plan were ongoing.  
The Neighbourhoods Directorate Plan 2021-22 indicated that 57% of the actions 
were ongoing, 30% were not fully complete, and 13% of the actions had been 
completed.  
 
It was noted that reports regarding post pandemic regeneration and partner return on 
investment would be considered during the next municipal year. 
 
Climate Emergency Scrutiny Study Group 
 
There has also been two meetings of the Climate Emergency Scrutiny Study Group 
held on 7th December 2021 and 28th March 2022. 
 
7th December 2021 
 
Consideration was given to a report that provided an update on the progress in 
implementing the Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme for public buildings, 
Leisure Centres and Schools in Rochdale. 
 
Members also considered the Council’s operational carbon emissions for 2019/20 
and 2020/21 against the reporting scopes for direct and indirect emissions. 
 
The Study Group noted that further work would be required to collect and report on 
the Council’s Scope 3 emissions.  The Study Group agreed that, subject to the 
approval of Cabinet, the Council should adopt the Local Government Association 
/Local Partnerships Greenhouse Gas Accounting Tool to benchmark the Council’s 
emissions in order to understand how performance compares with local authority 
peers. 
 
Members were provided with a report which set out a proposed Energy Management 
Policy and Action Plan for the Council following the recommendation of an Internal 
Audit report.  The Internal Audit report had been prepared in September 2020 the 
objectives and scope of which were to ensure that the procurement of energy 
procurement processes were timely, in accordance with Contract Procedure rules, 
provided value for money and were supported by effective contract management. 
  
The first recommendation of the Internal Audit Report was that the Council should 
have an energy management policy in place that would set out the Council’s 
approach to: managing energy consumption; reporting on cost and consumption; 
procuring competitive supply; and investing in energy efficiency. 
  
The Study Group endorsed the Energy Management Policy and Action Plan for 
submission to Cabinet for approval. 
 
Members were presented with the final Climate Change Strategy and Delivery Plan 
for Rochdale for scrutiny, comment and endorsement. 



 
The Study Group supported the Climate Change Strategy and Delivery Plan 2021 – 
2025, however raised a number of comments and observations.  This included 
expressing significant concerns that even if all of the recommendations in the 
Strategy and Delivery Plan were implemented, the Council would not meet its 
commitments to carbon neutrality by 2038. 
 
 
28th March 2022 
  
At the meeting Members considered a brief summary of the draft Local Area Energy 
Plan (LAEP) for the borough of Rochdale which had been developed by the Energy 
Systems Catapult.  The Study Group noted the decarbonisation pathways/scenarios 
set out in the LAEP together with the potential costs of decarbonisation of the energy 
system. 
 
Following the last meeting of the CESSG held on 7 December 2021, Members 
considered a report that provided an update on the progress in finalising the Climate 
Change Strategy and Delivery Plan.   The CESSG at the meeting on 7th December 
had made a number of comments and observations on the draft Strategy and Delivery 
Plan. The draft Strategy and Delivery Plan had been revised accordingly and where 
appropriate recommendations from CESSG will be submitted to the Cabinet for 
consideration.  Following consideration by the CESSG an all Member briefing session 
had been arranged by Councillor Rowbotham, the Portfolio Holder for Climate Change 
and Sustainability on 10 January 2022 to present the draft Strategy and Delivery Plan 
to elected members and to seek the views and comments on the Plan. Councillor 
Rowbotham arranged a partner and stakeholder meeting on 9 March 2022 at No 1 
Riverside to discuss and seek views on the Delivery Plan. 
 
 
Councillor Tom Besford 
Chair – Communities, Regeneration and Environment Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee


